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New Delhi: Students, parents, principals and teachers on Tuesday heaved a sigh of relief after getting the news of cancellation

of the Class XII Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) examination.While the anxiety regarding the exams has ended,

students are now worried about how the assessment will be done. Many said they should be assessed on their performance in

Class XII and no historical reference should be taken. However, a section of stakeholders, mostly parents, were worried that

the cancellation of the exams may put these children at a disadvantage later in life. 

Chief minister Arvind Kejriwal and deputy CM and education minister Manish Sisodia also expressed relief at the cancellation. 
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Ameeta Mulla Wattal, principal of Springdales School, said, “With this decision, the biggest uncertainty is over for everyone.

This has been a sensible, parent and child-centric decision given the atmosphere that is prevailing today. CBSE will soon be

coming out with the criteria for assessment as it has been holding consultation with principals and teachers on the matter.” 

Tania Joshi, principal of The Indian School, felt that the criteria for assessment should be on the lines of Class X. “I feel

assessment should not be based on the results of classes IX, X and XI. Even in Class XI, the stream is new for students and

they are still understanding and learning,” she added.
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Riya Mukherjee, a Class XII student of Delhi Public School, said, “The results of classes X and XI shouldn’t be considered. The

final results should be based on the midterm, pre-board and practical exams.” She was happy that the results would be

declared soon as she plans to go abroad.

Darshan Ram, a student of Bluebells School International, was relieved as the university admission process would not be

hampered. He hopes to study in Delhi University. “I believe the best thing will be a combination of our performance in Class XII
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throughout the year, predicted scores and internal assessment,” he added. 

However, DS Rana, vice-president of All India Parents Association Delhi, felt it would be a herculean task for CBSE. “How is the

board going to ensure uniformity? What will be the checks and balances so that schools don’t indulge in unfair awarding of

marks? My wife is a teacher. As soon as the announcement came, she was flooded with queries by students about how they

would be assessed,” he added.

Manoj Sharma, whose daughter is in Class XII, expressed shock and said this could lead to litigation. “Most students study

seriously only when the board exams are round the corner. This feels like complete policy paralysis. I am worried about the

future of these students,” he added.


